
AP GOVERNMENT 2019-20 -- SUMMER ASSIGNMENT AND COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

Mr. Herrmann  

    Welcome to the course.  I hope that you will find it an enjoyable and enlightening experience.  

     The goal of this course is to introduce you to political science and familiarize you with the more 
specific details of our government, while preparing you for the very rigorous demands of a standard 
college course.  Additionally, politics in itself is about advocacy and understanding the role of individuals 
within the political process.  I hope that you will develop the ability to ensure your own success within 
our society by developing the ability to successfully advocate for yourself.  For many of you, taking this 
class may also result in college credit. For whatever reason you are here, you will benefit from this class 
and I will in turn benefit from my interaction with you. 

DO NOW: I have set up Google Classroom for our AP Government - 2020 Class. The moment you read 
this, I need you to sign up. The code for our classroom is:                      ---- DO THIS NOW!!! 

Please familiarize yourselves with the expectations of the course to ensure your success: 

1. You, the student, are entirely responsible for any learning in and out of class. 

2. You, the student, are entirely responsible for any communication with me regarding course work. 
Your parents are not going to college with you.  

3. You must stay on top of current events.  I will periodically send you material over the summer 
through our Google Classroom.  You are expected to read all of it. 

 4. ABSOLUTELY NO -- papers, projects, or other assignments will be accepted late. You must plan ahead.  

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT – (Besides reading anything that I send you over the summer) – You are 
required to watch a series of TED Talks and answer the questions. The talks and questions are on the 
back of this sheet. 

The assignment is due the third day we have class together.  We will discuss the assignment in class and 
it will be collected and graded.  

** Remember that AP Gov't meets every other day, so you should have plenty of time to see me with 
any questions you might have.  

Good Luck, 

Mr. Herrmann  

 

 

P.S. – DID YOU LOG INTO GOOGLE CLASSROOM? 

 



 TED TALK – Question Sheet.  

Please view the following Ted Talks in the order listed below. Answer the following 10 questions for 
each of the TED Talks.  All answers to the questions must be typed. Please make sure that you number 
your answers. 

1. Title of T.E.D. Talk: 
2. Name of Speaker: 
3. Date of T.E.D Talk --- Number of Views --- Date you watched it. 
4. What was the speaker’s thesis (main point) of this speech? 
5. ETHOS is a speaker’s ability to build credibility, establish himself/herself as an expert, and/or 

convince the audience members that the speaker has their best interest at heart. How does this 
speaker build ethos?  Feel free to also refer to the speaker’s profile information from the 
ted.com webpage. 

6. PATHOS is an appeal to emotions (everything from humor to horror) in order to sway an 
audience, while logos is the use of data/evidence to prove one’s case. Did this speaker rely more 
on pathos or logos in his/her presentation? What argument/point in this presentation did you 
find the most compelling? Why? 

7. T.E.D Talk presenters are known as effective public speakers. Describe two (2) things this 
speaker does well in terms of engaging the audience. Be sure to include the minute: second 
mark (ex: 8:49) to denote the two specific moments you discuss here.  

8. Write two (2) specific things you learned from this presentation. 
9. If you could ask this speaker a question about his/her information or presentation, what would 

you ask? 
10. Give one piece of constructive criticism that would improve the presentation. 

 

REQUIRED TED TALKS 

1. “3 questions to ask yourself about everything you do.” – Stacey Abrams - (12:38 min) 
2. “Hamilton vs. Madison and the birth of American partisanship.” – Noah Feldman – 

(14:17 min) 
3. “What we need to bring the U.S. voting system into the 21st century.” – Tiana Epps-

Johnson – (11:29 min) 
4. “The political progress women have made – and what’s next.” –Cecile Richards – 

(17:04 min) 
5. “What if we replaced politicians with randomly selected people?” – Brett Henning – 

(9:30 min) 
6. “A conservative’s plea: Let’s work together.” – Arthur Brooks – (14:14 min) 


